
San Francisco debuts solar-powered bus shelter design

THE UNDULATING, SOLAR-TOPPED CANOPY IS INSPIRED BY SEISMIC SHOCK WAVES.
COURTESY LUNDBERG DESIGN

While many cities have been working to green their public transportation systems, rolling
out hybrid buses, electric-vehicle fleets, and the like, San Francisco is one of the first to
tackle that humdrum piece of transit street furniture: the bus shelter.

Mayor Gavin Newsom has cut the ribbon on the first of 1,200 new bus shelters the city
plans to install over the next five years, and a third of them will be powered by solar
arrays mounted on distinctive, wavelike canopies. The transparent, LED-lit unit, by local
architecture firm Lundberg Design, was the winning entry in the San Francisco Municipal
Transportation Agency’s design competition for the shelters, which drew 35 submissions.

THE YELLOW-TOPPED SHELTERS, WITHOUT SOLAR UNITS IN THE CANOPY, ARE INTENDED FOR
HISTORIC DISTRICTS.
IMAGES COURTESY LUNDBERG DESIGN

Taking its cue from the shape of seismic shock waves, the canopy is made of recycled,
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